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 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

Although we were founded in 1954 to give grants to all Christian Churches in the County 
of Herefordshire, we have been, like everybody else, concerned with our falling Church 
rolls, and the fact that Church Tourism does not have popular appeal. We felt that we 
ought to bring new people into our amazing buildings and it has long been a theme of 
mine that tourists bring money and they want to spend it whilst they are visiting. 

The Diocese together with the church tourism organisations of Herefordshire and 
Shropshire arranged a excellent workshop in Leominster Priory on 25th April, which 
was attended by many and found highly interesting by most. There were good speakers 
and useful workshops and generally all those attending found that their day had been 
usefully spent. 

We followed this great success with a day of our own on 30th November in St. Mary’s 
Church, Tenbury Wells with our neighbours from Shropshire and Worcestershire.  Our 
message was quite simply that there is a great deal of help available for churches who 
feel abandoned, both from within the diocese and from the outside world, and in the 
last resort we encouraged people to think hard about the position of the church in the 
community and join in with it.  A great many people came and went away with useful 
ideas. 

We also felt that the Ride and Stride day needed rejuvenating, and borrowing an idea 
from Devon, the Festival of Churches was born. With support from the dioceses of 
+HUHIRUG��/LFK¿HOG�DQG�:RUFHVWHU�D�EURFKXUH�ZDV�SURGXFHG�DQG�����FKXUFKHV�RIIHUHG�WR�
join in by staging an event to encourage people to visit their Church. The scheme started 
well and the thought for this year is that it might last longer than a weekend to enable 
organisers to visit and see what others had arranged.

We bade a sad farewell to our Bishop, who retired after being en-poste for nearly ten 
years. We always felt that we had an ally in what we were trying to achieve and we were 
constantly aware of his powerful support. We wish him and Kathy a long and happy 
retirement.

This year we look forward to a sixtieth birthday party on 16th July 2014 and more details 
will follow. Otherwise we are arranging a variety events and your committee is busy with 
their allotted tasks. They bring such imagination and enthusiasm to what they do and on 
your behalf I thank them all most warmly.

Adam Darnley 
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 FROM THE TREASURER

Ride and Stride has continued to be our main fundraising event, raising over £19,311 for 
WKH�7UXVW�DQG�3&&V�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ��������UHWXUQHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�FKXUFKHV��7KH�¿UVW�
Festival of Churches was held on the same day and raised £4,151. The Coffee Morning 
was very successful, raising  £2,183 and now, with Jill’s new team, it can build on its 
success and go from strength to strength. It is an excellent way for supporters to meet and 
an opportunity for those who wish to support us with donations, to do so. The Church 
Crawl is ever popular producing an income of £866 allowing us to give donations to 
those churches visited. In March we had a well-attended talk by Richard Surman in 
College Hall which produced a gross income of £2,125. Thanks are due to everyone 
involved in these events, which altogether produced a total of £28,686 for the Trust.

'RQDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�FKXUFKHV�WKHPVHOYHV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG��DQG�RI�WKH�¿IW\�WKUHH�FKXUFKHV�
which supported us, many gave over £100.  Many other churches support us through the 
Ride and Stride. Some donations are received through the Charities Aid Foundation and 
some anonymously. In addition we continue to accept gifts from Trusts and individuals 
with tax being reclaimed on many through the Gift Aid scheme.  

Our investments have made steady progress over the year seeing an increase of £77,012. 
At the end of the year they stood at £759,728. These produced a net annual dividend of 
£30,864 and we have earned bank interest of £439. We regularly consult with Brewin 
Dolphin over the performance of our portfolio and make changes according to their 
advice. All our investments are chosen for some growth while achieving income for 
Grant and Loan expenses.

At our two meetings we awarded grants to the value of £80,000. No loans were applied 
for or issued.

We paid out £99,900 in grants during the year. Our Net Asset value at the end of the year 
stands at £802,632, with £39,550 of grants previously awarded but yet unpaid.

Finally, subject to our receiving good quality applications for grants, I see no reason why 
we cannot aim to award grants to the value of £80,000 once again in 2014, in line with 
our policy of giving away 10% of our net asset value while maintaining support by giving 
substantial loans where required. In addition we have the discretion to give Cornerstone 
grants for those churches we consider to be historically important or  contribute greatly 
to their community

David Furnival
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 THE FESTIVAL OF CHURCHES

The Trust has been raising funds through the annual Ride & Stride for over twenty 
years.  This has been the mainstay of our fundraising programme and has served us 
well.  However, like so many long-term projects of this nature, the value of the funds it 
has attracted has been in decline in recent years.  It was for this reason that we started 
to look for an alternative scheme to complement this annual event.  Thus was born the 
Festival of Churches, which rapidly caught the eye of other like-minded organisations 
from Herefordshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire, including the Churches Tourism 
Groups, Dioceses and other Historic Churches Trusts.

The concept was simple: churches would stage an event, entirely of their own design, 
and the organisers would coordinate and publicise the festival.  In addition to raising 
much needed funds for the repair and restoration of churches the Festival would be an 
opportunity to attract visitors to our many wonderful buildings.  

A committee was formed representing the various organisations involved and work 
started in earnest in August 2012.  An early challenge was to raise enough money to cover 
the expenses, the bulk of which would be to create public awareness of the Festival.  We 
ZHUH�PXFK�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�¿QDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IURP�VRPH�RI�WKH�VSRQVRULQJ�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�
although an early application to the National Lottery Fund was unsuccessful.  This meant 
that we were unable to employ a part-time coordinator as had been anticipated and we 
had to fall back on the organising committee to undertake the various tasks. We later 
received a modest grant the Heritage Lottery Fund which was much appreciated and 
HDVHG�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�EXUGHQ�

All creatures great and small; pets’ service at Edwyn Ralph
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7KH� ¿UVW� DQG� PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� WDVN� ZDV� WR� JHW� WKH� FKXUFKHV� LQ� WKH� WKUHH� GLRFHVHV� WR�
commit themselves to participating in the Festival, scheduled to coincide with the Ride 
& Stride weekend in September 2013.  Once churches became aware of the event the 
number of parishes expressing an interest grew rapidly and continued to do so right up 
to the Festival itself.  Clearly it had captured the imagination of many and there was 
considerable enthusiasm to come up with innovative ideas.

While the organising committee took it upon themselves to promote the event regionally, 
it was left to each church to do so locally.  A professionally designed booklet, website 
and roadside signs were distributed far and wide and a comprehensive media programme 
embarked on.

The weekend of 14th-15th September saw more than 250 churches stage a wide range of 
HYHQWV�IURP�PXVLF�UHFLWDOV�WR�ÀRZHU�IHVWLYDOV��IURP�ORFDO�KLVWRU\�H[KLELWLRQV�WR�DXFWLRQV�
of promises, and many more.  The overall impression was that it had been a great success 
and well worth repeating.  The Festival of Churches had launched itself in style and aims 
to become an annual event.

James Devereux

Exhibition of parishioners’ wedding dresses at Bredenbury
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The 14th September 2013 was a day of variable weather, but a great day to visit some of 
our stunning Herefordshire Churches by bike.

This year the annual Ride and Stride fund raising event was joined by a “Festival of 
Churches’, both in aid of HHCT. As a result more churches were open and the total 
sponsorship raised to date is £15,503. This is an increase of £2000 over last year and gift 
aid of about £2000 is still to be claimed.  Congratulations to the 97 riders who braved 
the elements and took part, and to all those who sponsored them so generously, opened 
their churches and provided refreshments. 

Special mention should be made of Malcolm Cameron who raised £1,120 for Birley 
&KXUFK� ZKLFK� LQFOXGHV� PDWFK� IXQGLQJ� IURP� D� ORFDO� ¿UP��0UV� %ULGJHW� +RZLH� RI� 6W�
Devereux, aged 83 who cycled to 8 churches and raised £1,028 and Vita Thorpe,  aged 
10, who rode her pony to Aymestrey Church and raised £45.

Some people mistakenly thought that the Festival was taking the place of Ride and 
Stride, or felt that they did not have time to support both. We will in conjunction with 
the Festival organisers ensure these misunderstandings are addressed in the publicity for 
the 2014 event.

Each year we award yellow jerseys to under 16s who raise the most sponsorship in their 
deanery. This year’s jerseys were awarded to Jordan Bryan, Oliver Graves, Jordan and 
Byron Gilbert and Alex Cole at a ceremony in Sutton St Nicholas Church on 2nd June. 
2XU�$UFKGHDFRQ��3DGG\�%HQVRQ�RI¿FLDWHG�DQG�WKDQNHG�WKHP�IRU�WKHLU�VSOHQGLG�HIIRUWV�RQ�
the 2012 Ride and Stride. 

We also arranged a Strawberry Tea on 16th June at St Peter’s Bromyard. We invited all 
the R and S local organisers (there are 105 of them) and thanked them for the vital role 
they play in encouraging people to take part, distribute sponsorship forms and display 
notices.

I hope you can take part or sponsor someone who can on 13th September 2014 . 

Robin Peers

RIDE AND STRIDE 2013
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2013 CHURCH CRAWL

We were fortunate to have a beautiful June day for the church crawl around some of 
the charming churches in the Black Mountains’ Group. We continued last year’s highly 
successful experiment of using a small coach to transport most of the party around some 
H[FHSWLRQDOO\� QDUURZ� ODQHV�� 2XU� FDUERQ� IRRWSULQW� ZDV� UHGXFHG�� SRWHQWLDOO\� GLI¿FXOW�
driving and navigation was kept to a minimum and parking issues were eased at these 
very remote Border churches. We were also able to enjoy spectaular views over the 
hedges as the coach moved from church to church, and many thanks go once again to our 
driver Dee for safely transporting us around the tiny roads.

We assembled at Clodock Church beside the River Monnow, where coffee was served. 
:H�ZHUH� GHOLJKWHG� E\� WKLV� ¿QH�PHGLHYDO� EXLOGLQJ� DQG� LWV� EHDXWLIXO� FKXUFK\DUG�� 7KH�
dedication to St Clydog tells of ancient Welsh origins, though the present building is 
Norman, as shown in the chancel arch. Box pews, a gallery and three-decker pulpit from 
the 17th and 18th centuries give the interior a Georgian character, which was preserved 
in a notable Arts and Crafts restoration in the early 20th century. Members were intrigued 
by the remains of medieval wall paintings and the late Saxon gravestone to a lady called 
Budic. 

We were then transported 
through the lanes past the 
little 19th century church 
at Newton, on our way to 
St Margaret’s. Here, in the 
simple Norman hilltop church 
we admired the wonderful 
and much acclaimed 16th 
century wooden rood loft 
with its delicately carved 
bosses and vines. St Margaret 
herself is shown in the 
colourful east window of 
1926 by A.J.Davies of the 
Bromsgrove Guild. We then 
made the journey along the 
valley to Craswall and one of 
Herefordshire’s most remote churches. The long building contains a former schoolroom 
LQ� WKH�ZHVW�HQG��$PRQJVW� WKH�VLPSOH�¿WWLQJV�� WKH�ZHVW�JDOOHU\�DQG�KDW�SHJV�DERYH�WKH�
pews are reminders of the pre-Victorian era. As at St Margaret’s, the spacious churchyard 
ZDV�XVHG�IRU�SOD\LQJ�¿YHV�DJDLQVW�WKH�VROLG�ZDOOV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��D�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�WKHVH�
places have been focal points of village life and recreation for centuries.

St Margarets Church, St Margarets
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 2014 CHURCH CRAWL

This year’s Church Crawl will be around some of the fascinating churches near the 
well-known Trumpet Inn, all part of the Ledbury Team Ministry in the south east of 
the county. Tim Bridges will again lead the visit looking at interesting architecture, 
furnishings, stained glass and memorials. Saturday 17th May 2014, 10.30am - 4.00pm. 

Further details from sj@mc-farlane.co.uk

Our lunch break was at the Bridge Inn 
in Michaelchurch Escley, enjoying the 
sunshine in the pleasant gardens by the 
Escley Brook. We then visited the medieval 
church with its homely tower of 1897 set in a 
JUDYH\DUG�ZLWK�VRPH�¿QH�PHPRULDOV��,QVLGH�
amongst the good Victorian furnishings, we 
were fascinated by the 15th century wall 
SDLQWLQJ�LQ�WKH�QDYH�VKRZLQJ�D�ODUJH�¿JXUH�
of Christ of the Trades, a clear warning to 
sabbath breakers! We then made our way 
through narrow lanes to Llanveynoe. The 
tiny church is mainly Victorian with stunning 
views across the Olchon Valley from the churchyard. Like Clodock, the place name and 
dedication to St Peter and St Beuno give an indication of the historic origins of the site 
as a British ‘llan’ or early church, probably of the 6th century. We were fascinated by 
/ODQYH\QRH¶V��WK� FHQWXU\� LQFLVHG� WRPEVWRQHV�� RQH�ZLWK� D� UXVWLF� &UXFL¿[LRQ�� DQG� WKH�
simple cross in the churchyard. These are moving reminders of the continuity of worship 
on this site since ancient times.

We returned to Clodock, passing the castle, former church and methodist chapel at 
Longtown, the main centre of population in the Black Mountains Group. We were served 
a most excellent tea in the church to conclude this memorable day on the Welsh Border. 
Our thanks go to the vicar, Nicholas Lowton, as well as all the church wardens and 
PCC members who made us very welcome wherever we went. Nicholas also outlined 
plans and progress for restoration and improvements at each of the churches in the 
EHQH¿FH��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�NLWFKHQ�DQG�WRLOHW�IDFLOLWLHV��ZKLFK�ZLOO�HQKDQFH�
the buildings and increase their usage in the 21st century. Through the tour members 
were able to support these churches achieve this goal, and the Trust also made further 
donations towards their upkeep from the proceeds of the day. 

Tim Bridges, Ali Haydn-Jones and Susanna McFarlane

Detail of roof boss from St Margarets
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 GRANTS TO CHURCHES

April 2013
Wigmore, St James’                              EH Stage I 1,200
Wormbridge, St Peter’s                     EH Stage II 7,000
Dorstone, St Faith’s                              EH Stage II 5,000
Aylton                                    EH Stage I 1,200
Abbeydore 3,000
Leinthall Starkes, St Mary Magdene’s  EH Stage II 3,000
Marstow, St Matthews 600
Middleton on the Hill St Mary the Virgin, EH Stage I 1,600
Hereford, St Francis Xavier 8,000
Woolhope, St George’s 2,000
Pipe Aston, St Giles’                     EH Stage II 3,000
Almeley, St Mary’s                     EH Stage II 7,000
Lyonshall,  St Michael and All Angels EH Stage II 6,000
Lea 2,500
Putley 2,000
Yatton,  All Saints                         EH Stage I 1,650
October 2013
Tarrington, St Philip and St James 5,000
Pipe cum Lyde, St Peters                     EH Stage 11,250
Adforton, St Andrews                     EH Stage II 2,500
Kingsland  St Michael and All Angels  EH Stage II 10,000 + Loan offered
Whitchurch, St Dubricius 2,500
Lyonshall, St Michael and All Angels 4,000 + Loan offered

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2014

a. 6th May Annual Meeting, St Mary’s Almelely and Newport House. 
b. 17th May Church Crawl   
c. 16th July 60th Birthday Party at Birley Court
d. 13th and 14th September Festival of Churches and Ride and Stride Weekend 
e. 9th October Coffee Morning  at Hereford Town Hall 10am
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A gloriously sunny day for the glorious church of St Michael’s, Ledbury for the Annual 
Meeting. Our Chairman, the Earl of Darnley welcomed our President, the Countess of 
Darnley and conveyed her fellow President, the Bishop of Hereford’s apologies. Lord 
Darnley took the opportunity to say how sorry we were that Bishop Anthony was retiring 
in September as he has been a stalwart supporter of the Trust and he and Kathy will be 
much missed. 

Amongst the items highlighted were the sponsorship of the Three Choirs Concert at St 
Peter’s church, Hereford, one of our ‘Cornerstone’ churches, and an equally successful 
talk by Richard Surman at the Cathedral in March. 

The Trust also heard about the recent 
innovative workshop at Leominster Priory 
in conjunction with Shropshire HCT and 
many other interested parties. 

The forthcoming Festival of Churches was 
highlighted for September 14th and 15th, 
when all Churches are being encouraged to 
open their doors and hold an event, large 
or small.  Andrew Huntley, the Treasurer of 
the Ride and Stride Group gave an insight 
into Ride and Stride and how they would 
co-ordinate with the Festival of Churches. 

Valerie Lowe then gave a wonderfully 
informative talk on St Michaels and we 
enjoyed tea in the church. With many 
thanks to the Rev. Paul Dunthorne, Valerie 
Lowe and the PCC of St Michaels, Ledbury

This year’s AGM with take place on Tuesday May 6th at St Mary’s Almeley followed by 
tea at Newport House by kind permission of David and Jenny Wyatt.

Sarah de-Rohan

 ANNUAL MEETING 2013

Adam Darnley and David Furnival
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 A BRIEF HISTORY OF   
 HEREFORDSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST

On September 19th 1954, Sir Richard Cotterell and The Bishop of Hereford, The Rt 
Reverend Tom Longworth formed the Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust. The Trust 
ZDV�VHW�XS�IRU�WKH�SUHVHUYDWLRQ��UHSDLU��PDLQWHQDQFH��LPSURYHPHQW��XSNHHS��EHDXWL¿FDWLRQ�
DQG�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�FKXUFKHV�LQ�+HUHIRUGVKLUH��$W�WKDW��¿UVW�PHHWLQJ����������V�DQG��S�
was available to distribute. Included in the grants was £25 to Weston under Penyard for 
their belfry and £53 to Abbeydore. 

The Trust relies on covenants, donations and legacies for funds, and so in those early 
GD\V�D� ORW�RI� WKRXJKW�ZDV�JLYHQ�� DV�QRZ��DV�KRZ�EHVW� WR�PDNH�PRQH\��7KH�¿UVW� IXQG�
raising party was held at Homme House, Much Marcle, the home of Vice Admiral Sir 
Ernle Kyrle Pope, a one-time chairman of the Trust. 

A major fundraiser then as now was the Annual Coffee Morning held in Hereford Town 
+DOO��7KH�¿UVW�RQH�ZDV�KHOG�LQ�������RUJDQLVHG�E\�0UV�9DO�+RZDUWK��6KH�ZHQW�RQ�WR�EH�
the organiser for the next 15 years until 1987 ably assisted by Mrs Belville. It has always 
been, and still is a happy occasion attended by the Bishop and Mayor of Hereford. For a 
while it was held at The Bishop’s Palace but is now back at the Town Hall. 

The Trust continued but funds were always limited until in 1985 a substantial legacy was 
UHFHLYHG�IURP�9LFWRU�0RUULV�RI�7KH�:HLU��6ZDLQVKLOO��0U�0RUULV�ZDV�D�NHHQ�¿VKHUPDQ�
and one of his river bank companions was HHCT Trustee Ernie Gilbert, who it is thought 
brought the Trust to Mr Morris’ attention. His legacy transformed the fortunes of the 
Trust and the investments prospered during the stock market rises. This meant that much 
ODUJHU�JUDQWV�ZHUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�FKXUFKHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�WKHUH�IRU�
us all to see. 

Another major fundraiser for the Trust is the Ride and Stride held every September. This 
is a national event held by trusts all over the country the second weekend in September. 
7KH�¿UVW�RQH�LQ�+HUHIRUGVKLUH�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�������%LVKRS�(DVWDXJK�DQG�9LFH�$GPLUDO�6LU�
Ernle Pope took part and were pictured in the Hereford Times on a tandem! That year 
the Ride and Stride made £29,000 half of which was returned to the churches nominated 
by the participants.

Members of the Trust are entitiled to attend meetings, social events, the church crawl, 
lectures and tours, and receive a copy of this report. The minimum annual subscription 
is £20 for individual members and £30 for PCC’s. Please apply to the Membership 
Secretary, Ali Haydn Jones, Meycote, Putley, Ledbury HR8 2QW. Tel: 01531 670805 or 
email alihjmeycote@btinternet.com.

Please give generously to support the work of the Trust. 
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COFFEE MORNING

This year the annual coffee morning surpassed all our expectations – every stall  
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�VSOHQGLG�UDIÀH�PDGH�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU���7KH�ZHDWKHU�IRUHFDVW�
wasn’t wonderful but it remained dry until everyone had packed up and gone home.

This year I introduced some vegetables (which happened to be organic!) to the cake 
and produce tables and that seemed to please everyone. None of this would be possible 
without the support of  June Chase making and serving coffee ably assisted by the 
students of  Whitecross   School and Sports Academy. A huge thank you to all those who 
KHOSHG�RQ�WKH�VWDOOV�DQG�VROG�UDIÀH�WLFNHWV���

One of the highlights of this event is the meeting up of our wonderful supporters who 
love to enjoy a cup of coffee and chat to each other. A great thankyou to all of you who 
came along and supported the event or sent me a donation. Without all of you, this very 
special occasion in the Trust’s calendar would not be worth while. 

Jill Gallimore

 AN EVENING WITH RICHARD SURMAN, ROY STRONG
 AND ALEXANDRA JAMES.

Braving severe wintry conditions on March 22nd, intrepid HHCT members and 
supporters turned out in force for an evening talk and poetry reading at College Hall, 
Hereford Cathedral.  Author and photographer Richard Surman gave a fascinating and 
personal insight on John Betjeman’s favourite Herefordshire churches, highlighted by 
poems read by Sir Roy Strong and local ex-RSC actress Alexandra James.  As Richard 
Surman writes ......

‘Any opportunity to visit the county of my youth is always welcome, particularly when 
it offers the chance of sharing my love of churches. Like the county, Herefordshire’s 
churches are very special – often hidden and modest, always surprising and ideally suited 
to unhurried church crawling. John Betjeman understood the appeal of Herefordshire’s 
churches: the county was one that he wandered personally when he was compiling his 
¿UVW�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�*XLGH�WR�3DULVK�&KXUFKHV�DQG�GHVSLWH�WKH�XQVHDVRQDEOH�VQRZ��LW�ZDV�
a great pleasure to talk about some of his favourite churches to the HHC Trust at the 
cathedral.’

Betjeman’s Best British Churches features the best of Herefordshire’s churches, and is 

published by Collins.”
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 PCCS THAT HAVE DONATED TO HHCT

Almeley
Abbeydore
Adforton 
Ashperton 
Aylton 
Bosbury 
Bredenbury 
Brockhampton Chapel
Canon Pyon 
Cradley  
Dilwyn 
Dormington 
Eardisland 
Edgmond (Shropshire)
Edwyn Ralph 
Eye 
Eyton 
Hereford Cathedral
Hereford, St. Peter And St. 

James
Kimbolton
Kings Pyon 
Kingsland 
Lea 
Ledbury, St Michael’s 
Little Dewchurch 
Lyonshall 
Michaelchurch 
Middleton On The Hill 
Moccas 
Monnington On Wye
Much Dewchurch 
Much Marcle 
Munsley 
Norton Canon 
Orcop 
Parochial Church Well
Peterchurch 

Peterstow 
Putley 
Ross 
Sollars Hope 
St Weonards 
Staunton On Arrow 
Stoke Lacy
Stoke Prior 
Tarrington 
Thornbury 
Upton Bishop 
Westhide 
Whitney On Wye 
Wigmore 
Woolhope 
Wormbridge And St. 
Devereux
Yarkhill 

 FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

I am pleased to report that 2013 was another positive year, with membership and support 
for HHCT continuing to grow.

May I thank all those members who attended our events during the year.  Despite the 
dreadful wintry conditions, our ‘Spring’ Talk ‘Betjeman’s Churches’ by author Richard 
Surman was very well attended and enjoyed by all.  The Church Crawl, held once again 
under blue skies and guided by the expert hand of Tim Bridges, proved to be a hugely 
enjoyable day.  This event has now become a highlight of the HHCT calendar and I urge 
you to attend in 2014 as these church visits really do encompass the objectives and work 
of the Trust.

I would also like to extend our thanks to all members and PCC’s who have renewed their 
annual subscription and to strengthen links across the membership, we are planning to 
hold a Summer Party this year.  Invitations to follow!
Our aim for 2014 is for all members, including PCCs, to provide contact email details so 
WKDW�WKH�7UXVW�PD\�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�\RX�DOO�LQ�ERWK�D�WLPH�DQG�FRVW�HI¿FLHQW�ZD\

Ali Haydn Jones (alihjmeycote@btinternet.com)



15

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR TO DECEMBER 2013
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HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES VISITS SHOBDON
Almost ten years to the day since his last visit, HRH The Prince of Wales arrived at 
Shobdon Church on a very wet Friday to see the completed restoration work that had 
been carried out. At his previous visit in 2004 he saw a church in danger of being closed 
due to the poor state of the fabric of the building. Now, just ten years later, he saw 
how determination on the part of the Shobdon Church Preservation Trust (SCPT), the 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) and some very enthusiastic villagers had paid off, how 
over a million pounds had been raised and how modern craftsmen have returned the 
building to its former glory.

Prince Charles was welcomed by the Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire Lady 
Darnley,  Mrs Penny Corbett Chair of the SCPT,  The Rector, Revd. Brenda Jacobs 
and Churchwarden Mrs Caroline Jones. HRH met civic representatives, The Rt. Revd 
Alistair Magowan Bishop of Ludlow, members of the PCC, the SCPT, representatives 
from donor organisations, the architects and some of the craftsmen who worked on the 
building and villagers. Church organist Andrew Gilliat played and the Prince was asked 
to sign the visitors book before unveiling a plaque to mark the occasion of his visit. 
Despite the torrential rain, local schoolchildren lined the route on his departure.

As well as celebrating completion of this project, the visit gave the opportunity to thank 
all involved in enabling this restoration project to be completed. Particular thanks must 
go to English Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund, The World Monument Fund, 
7KH�3DXO�0HOORQ�7UXVW��7KH�*DU¿HOG�:HVWRQ�7UXVW�� WKH�1DWLRQDO�&KXUFKHV�7UXVW��7KH�
Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust and so many others, without who’s support much 
of the project would have been unachievable for a small parish church.

Simon Arbuthnott, former 

chair of Shobdon Church 

Preservation Trust (SCPT) 

introduces HRH to Rt Hon 

The Earl of Darnley, Chair 

of Herefordshire Historic 

Churches Trust, who gave 

a “keystone grant” to the 

project. Dr Jonathan Foyle: 

Chief Executive, World 

Monument Fund Britain and 

/DZUHQFH�%DQNV��*DU¿HOG�
Weston Foundation look on.


