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The Lychgate at Hentland Church

The Lychgate at Hentland which 
was restored in memory of Alfred 
Hardy after the Second World War.
There is said to be an underground 
passage running from the church to 
Llanfrother Monastery a mile away 
although no evidence has ever 
been found.
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Dear All
The past year has seen many changes; we were 

extremely saddened to lose  Simon Arbuthnott, a 
Trustee, who died on the 29th June 2016. The Trust 
made a grant of £500 to Presteigne Church in memory 
of Simon who played such a large part in HHCT and 
was a driving force in the restoration of Shobdon 
church and many other projects throughout the 
county. We are sorry to bid farewell to June Chase who 
has helped Jill Gallimore run the Coffee Morning for 
many years.  Her energy and efficiency will be so a 
difficult to replace but we send her all good wishes in 
her retirement. Robin Peers has stepped down as the Ride and Stride chairman but we are 
delighted that he has agreed to remain as a Trustee, so we will not be losing his experience 
and invaluable advice.

I hope you like the new look annual report. We have implemented some new ideas; 
‘Through the Lychgate’ is one which includes the annual report but also interesting articles 
about our work in the county. I hope that we will be seen as a progressive organisation that is 
passionate about conserving the heritage of our churches.  Another idea is our collaboration 
with a new charity called Century Britain which will allow us the opportunity of introducing 
young people to the challenges we face through a service year spent volunteering in various 
roles to support PCCs as well as other organisations in the county.  The new skills introduced, 
as a result of this initiative will hopefully help them cope better with our changing world. You 
can read more about Century Britain on page 15.

In addition to giving grants and loans, we firmly believe that it is important to introduce a 
new audience to our buildings and help them appreciate fine church architecture. If churches 
can once again be seen as the centre of village life then they have a future. I believe that we 
should not be afraid of using them for secular functions but actively encourage it. This will 
hopefully bring more people into churches who might not otherwise have ventured there 
and help to safeguard these wonderful buildings.

I am sure that many challenges lie ahead in 2017 but despite all the uncertainty in life, 
churches, which have stood for many hundreds of years, will still stand for many years to 
come with the support of our communities.

Thank you to all of you who give us financial support but also those who come to our 
functions. All the  work put into these events is rewarded many times over when people 
attend and enjoy themselves.

Thank you to all the HHCT team for their help and for the many hours which they give 
freely to support HHCT; particular thanks must go to Susanna, our editor, who has done such 
a great job in producing this first edition of the Through The Lychgate.

Finally I would like to wish you all the very best of health and happiness for 2017.

David Furnival  

Chairmans Report 2017
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2016 was not a very good year for personal donations.  In 2015 total donations had been 
boosted by some relatively large gifts from Charitable Trusts which were not repeated last 
year.  A single legacy of £25k in 2016 helped to boost the total figure for the year to over 
£38.5k, an increase of nearly 25%.  However, just over £7k in personal donations for the year 
was lower than 2015.  Donations from PCCs increased by just £85, but donations under gift 
aid (included in the £7k) did increase.  I would urge you all to complete a Gift Aid mandate 
(included in the centre-fold) as the tax refund, which we can claim under Gift Aid, is a 
significant source of income for us.

The introduction of Music in Quiet Places is a welcome new activity and not just for the 
Treasurer!  The delightful variety of music, performed beautifully in the peaceful settings 
of our Herefordshire churches, has been well received by many many supporters.  More is 
planned for this year.  Meanwhile income from the Coffee Morning and Church Crawl was 
virtually the same as in 2015 – a good result in the face of an unsteady economic situation.  
Ride and Stride did slightly better with sponsorship increasing by  £290 on the £9,000 from 
the previous year.  This is a lovely way to get out and visit our incredible churches and I would 
encourage you all to support this event.

The current economic uncertainly  has also contributed to a roller-coaster year for our 
investments.  Income from dividends and interest amounted to just over £30.5k – a fall of 5% 
on 2015.  However, the value of our portfolio increased significantly and even with a decline 
in recent weeks, it now stands at £838k, showing an unrealised gain on valuation of over £90k 
compared with the loss of nearly £5k recorded in 2015.  It was a nice way to finish the year, 
but we will enter 2017 with caution!  The markets remain volatile and that gain could easily 
be lost.

Over the past two years, we have supported some 35 PCCs with donations towards their 
renovation work, totalling over £150k.  Our grants are given against specific projects and are 
normally available for 2 years from the date of the award.  Occasionally a project is delayed 
and, if there is no immediate prospect of completion in the foreseeable future, the grant is 
withdrawn.  That was the case with one of our grants last year, but the PCC will be reapplying 
once the project is back under way.  Another PCC managed to exceed its fundraising target 
and kindly returned our grant.  The result is that although we awarded new grants of £67.5k 
during 2016, we credited back £16.5k, leaving a net figure of £51k.

The charitable sector has been “feeling the pinch” for a number of years.  However, 
innovation from the fundraising team and continued support from you will ensure that we 
will be able to continue helping and supporting the churches in Herefordshire for many 
years to come.

Robyn Jane Lee

Treasurer

Treasurers Report 2017
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Grants Awarded

Eyton, All Saints 2500 Woolhope 2500

Holmer, St Batholomew 2500 NCT Dewsall 3000

Leominster Priory 2500 NCT 
5000 HHCT

Sellack 15000
Cornerstone

Pencoyd, St Denys 2000 Staunton on Wye 2500

Upper Sapey, St Michael and All 
Angels

10000 Tedstone 
Delamere

2500

Edwyn Ralph, St Michael and All 
Angels

2000 Goodrich 1000

Felton, St Michael the Archangel 2500 NCT 
500 HHCT

Brampton Abbotts 2500

Aylton 1500 Longworth Chapel 1500

Kings Pyon, St Mary 8000 Monnington on Wye

PCCs that have Donated to HHCT

Abbeydore 
Adforton 
Ashperton 
Bodenham 
Bosbury 
Brampton Abbotts 
Bredenbury
Brinsop 
Brock Chapel 
Cradley 
Dean & Chapter Hfd 
Cathedral
Dewsall with Callow 
Dilwyn 
Dormington
Dorstone Church
Eardisland 
Edwyn Ralph
Eyton 
Historic Chapels Trust 

Holmer
enchester 
Kimbolton 
Kings Pyon 
Kingsland 
Kingstone 
Kington 
Knill 
Llangrove 
Lyonshall 
Marden
Michaelchurch
Moccas
Monnington
Much Birch
Much Dewchurch  
Norton Canon
Orcop
Pembridge 
Peterstow 

Pixley
Putley
Ross
Sellack
St Michael Church
St Weonards
Staunton on Arrow 
Staunton on Wye 
St Mary 
Stoke Lacy 
Upton Bishop
Walterstone Church
Wellington  
Westhide
Whitney
Wigmore
Woolhope 
Wormbridge
Yarkhill
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THE  HEREFORDSHIRE  HISTORIC  CHURCHES  TRUST 
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year to 31st December 2016 

 
Expenditure      Income 

         £            £     £ 
Grants payable    53,550  Subs and Donations   
          Covenants incl Gift Aid      7,012  
          Donations      2,730  
          Legacies    26,000  
          PCC       2,973  
            38,715 
      
Expenses      Income on investments   28,768 
       Interest on deposits     1,860 
      
       Fund raising   
Ride & Stride costs     5,293     Ride & Stride     9,627  
Music in Quiet Places        739     Coffee mornings    2,347  
Church Crawl and Coffee morning   1,139     Church Crawl     1,420  
            Music in Quiet Places    3,560  
Other general expenses     9,258   
            16,954 
Surplus of Income over Expenditure 16,318                    . 
      
     86,297       86,297 
      
      
      
      
      

Balance Sheet at 31st December 2016 
          £         £       £ 
Unrestricted funds     Investments at market value  838,331 
balance at 1st January 2016  808,179 
       Bank balances:   
         CoE CBF & CCLA 107,825  
         Redmayne Bentley     7,377  
         Barclays    37,496  
            152,698 
Net gain       
 on investments       91,049   Debtors:   
         Loans to PCCs  2,500  
         Other   1,767  
Surplus of Income              4,267 
 over Expenditure       16,318 107,367  Creditors:   
         Grants committed and unpaid 79,000 
         Other creditors        750 
            (79,750) 
      
Balance at 31st December 2016  915,546       915,546 
      

 

Accounts 2016



Coffee Morning Report 2016

Annually I write about the success 
of the Coffee morning; how many 
people support us with cakes, 
chutneys, preserves, produce and 
plants, both bringing to sell and to 
buy not forgetting those who man the 
stalls. This year I particularly thank June 
Chase and the students of Whitecross 
High School.  Very sadly, June is retiring 
so this was her last year helping us 
with the coffee and teas. 

June  started by teaching girls at 
Lady Hawkins Grammar School in 
Kington and was asked to move to 
Whitecross School in Hereford where 
they were about to take girls alongside 
the boys. She was responsible for 
integrating the girls into the school 
and included in the curriculum was the desire to take girls into the community, it was called 
‘Citizenship’. Part of that was to assist June with serving coffee and biscuits in the Town Hall 
for the Coffee Morning. That was 40 years ago. Later, the boys were asked if they could join 
in and they too came to be most helpful, especially carrying plants and produce and helping 
attenders with their purchases.  June would be in the Town Hall from 8.30am bringing with 
her coffee, tea, biscuits, milk and cloths for the tables and until recently ably assisted by 
her husband Leonard. She boiled up the water and when the students arrived they set to 
keeping all our guests ably fed and watered. 

We all thank June for her many years of hard work and dedication to the Coffee Morning. 
We will miss her hugely.

This year we made £2347 (gross) and signed up 2 new members. 

Helping to Conserve Herefordshire Churches  5
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Church Crawl 2016 - The Eardisley Benefice

Our tour of places of worship last May started and finished at St Mary Magdalene, in the 
picturesque black and white village of Eardisley, with a warm welcome from churchwardens 
Norman Cadd and Jon Phelps and excellent refreshments from the PCC. We were transported 
by coach around beautiful countryside in the Wye Valley and made very welcome on all our 
visits during the day. 

Eardisley Church is justly famous for its fine Norman font, carved by masons of the 
‘Herefordshire School’ of Sculpture. A magnificent lion with fine mane dominates one face, 
whilst on the opposite face two knights are fighting, believed to represent the Norman 
benefactor to this church, Ralph de Baskerville, killing his father-in-law in a challenge. The 
Norman church must have been ornamented with elaborate paintwork and sculpture, but 
today there are just a few further carved fragments in the large mainly 14th century church. 
We were able to see the range of interesting memorials and striking modern stained glass 
window by Mark Angus.

Our journey took us on to Winforton and the church of St Michael. Although much restored 
in 1894, the church has an impressive medieval west tower with timber framing. Inside, the 
medieval font, Jacobean pulpit, Georgian communion rail and reredos of 1915 by Martin 
Travers are retained from the interior fittings prior to the adaptation of the nave of the church 
for wider community use in 2005. More of our churches are looking to this kind of solution 
for the future and several projects have been supported by the Trust, so members were 
interested to hear from David Joyce, churchwarden, and his wife Diane how this change at 
Winforton has been sustained over the last ten years.

We then discovered the tiny church of St Silas at Bollingham, high on the hill above Eardisley, 
and delightfully situated in a clearing to the side of the main road next to Bollingham House. 
Churchwarden Norman Cadd unlocked the building especially for our visit and we were just 
able to glance inside to see the Victorian fittings and wonderful medieval roof. Sadly the 
church is currently closed for safety reasons and its future is far from certain. 

St Mary’s church at Almeley was our next stop. Here 
we admired the new stone slate roof on this fine 
large medieval church, and churchwarden Elizabeth 
Shayler explained the story behind the fundraising. 
Inside there is impressive woodwork by Victorian 
Architect G.F.Bodley which incorporates some fine 
17th century carved panels with dragons. Recent 
improvements include a kitchen and a  wc ‘pod’ in 
the north aisle. The churchyard in the shadow of 
the motte to the Norman Castle contains a series 
of graves to the Latvian exiles who made Nieuport 
House their home in the 20th century. 

We were able to enjoy our picnics in the grounds 
of the Quaker Meeting House at Almeley Wootton, 
where we were made very welcome by The Friends. 
This charming little timber framed building was built The Interior of Almeley Church
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in about 1672 for Roger Prichard. The splendid new room with kitchen and wcs designed 
by Martin and Nicolette Baines is appropriately named after Prichard. The views to Hay Bluff 
from the graveyard on a fine summer day are exquisite.

Our final visit was to St James’ Church at Kinnersley to see the fascinating saddleback 
tower and pretty walled churchyard next to Kinnersley Castle. This is the last resting place 
of G.F.Bodley who married Minna Reavely of the Castle and who was buried here in 1907. 
Bodley transformed the medieval interior with painted decoration and enhanced the fine 
collection of furnishings of which the pulpit, screen, altar and reredos are of particular note. 
Sue and Michael Sharp were pleased to show us how much restoration work has recently 
been done on this church to alleviate problems of damp and improve the lighting. They 
explained that difficult access, poor heating and the lack of kitchen or wc facilities are about 
to be addressed. We were intrigued by the Georgian memorial to Dame Anne Morgan that 
fills the former west doorway and by that of the 17th century to the Smallman family now 
in a parlous state on the chancel wall. However, we were pleased to learn that the little 15th 
century brass to a priest stolen from the church has now been recovered. We returned to 
Eardisley for our delicious afternoon tea. 

Tim Bridges

Ali Haydn-Jones

Susanna McFarlane

Norman Arch at Hoarwithy Church

Bollingham Church



At least as intriguing as the fabric of our ancient churches is the catalogue of life they 
reflect over the many centuries since they were built. Even our oldest Norman churches 
often replaced an earlier Anglo Saxon church on the same location and in some cases a site 
of pagan worship.

The medieval craftsmen who built them inhabited a very different world to the one we 
know today; a feudal and relatively violent world with the horrors of the plague and other 
disasters. Added to this was the challenge of living in the Marches with the constant threat 
of raids by the Welsh.

For many life was undoubtedly brutal and short and hence the importance of belief in the 
afterlife. Today faith is seen as an option rather than a fundamental tenet of life. In medieval 
times belief was almost universal and hellfire and damnation only too alarmingly real. The 
lengths rich people went to express their piety bears testimony to the strength of their faith 
and is reflected in the beauty of our churches.

What a different world when the church was the focus of secular as well as religious life in 
the community – when feasts and fairs were celebrated within the same walls.

Whilst Herefordshire and surrounding counties were of greater political importance than 
they are today, it was nevertheless a world of remote communities where new ideas and 
changes took a long time to percolate. Even today the county’s population remains very 

Footprints of a Vanished World
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Garway Church Knights Templar Nave



low by national standards and very scattered in the rural areas – hence the abiding sense of 
community.

And if one looks closely there are the traces of our forbears in what they have left behind. 
Take for example Garway church – tucked away in a quiet corner of Herefordshire and now 
the parish church for the present day village about a mile away. 

The church was built by the Knights Templar around 1180 on lands amounting to 2,000 
acres granted to them by Henry II. The land was managed in a similar way to a monastery 
and there is evidence of contemporary farm buildings, a dovecote and fishponds as well as 
a medieval village.

This was an important location for the Templars allowing them to generate revenue to 
help fund the crusades and also provide a refuge for ill and aged knights. The church tower 
was originally built for defensive purposes to resist attacks from the Welsh over the Monnow. 

The Grand Master of the order, Jaques de Morlay, is known to have visited Garway – the 
same unfortunate soul who was later burnt at the stake in Paris following the suppression 
of the order on grounds of heresy by Pope Clement V. The whole exercise was instigated by 
King Philip of France as a money making scheme and the estates at Garway subsequently 
passed to the Hospitallers until their lands were in turn seized by Thomas Cromwell as part of 
the dissolution of the monasteries. 

Little now remains of the Templars andtheir way of life and this thriving community. The 
foundations of the original circular nave they built were uncovered in 1927 and a number 
of their decorated coffin lids were recycled in the fabric of the church during later building 
work. But essentially all that remains today to reflect this amazing history is a remote parish 
church in a valley close to the Welsh border.

John Handby

Garway Church step in front of altar rail made from a Knight’s Templar coffin lid

Helping to Conserve Herefordshire Churches  9
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Over fifty members of the Trust made 
their way to the very northwest corner 
of the county for the AGM.  We were  
invited by Edward and Victoria Harley 
to hold the meeting at Brampton Bryan 
Manor, their family home since 1309.  
Seated in the old dairy building behind 
the house we received a comprehensive 
report from our newly elected Chairman, 
David Furnival, who had recently taken 
over from Lord Darnley. He paid tribute 
to Lord Darnley under whose hand the HHCT had thrived for the last 12 years.

The Chairman reported that the finances were in good shape, despite the fluctuations 
in the market The trustees were able to help Herefordshire’s churches by awarding a total 
of £109,700 in 2015.  He saw no reason why the policy of making grants equivalent to ten 
percent of the Trust’s assets could not once again be made during the current year.  He 
thanked the National Churches Trust, whose Chief Executive, Claire Walker attended the 
meeting, for its continued support in the form of £5,000, which had been awarded to Orcop 
Church.

The fundraising programme had been greatly enhanced by the introduction of Music 
in Quiet Places, a highly successful initiative by the Hereford Cathedral Music School in 
cooperation with the Trust.  The Chairman also announced the creation of an Open Gardens 
scheme to be launched in 2017.

David Furnival concluded by thanking the Harleys for their hospitality. Edward then gave 
a brief history of the family and the manor. Those present then broke into two groups, 

The 2016 Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust AGM 
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Churches Trust, whose Chief Executive, Claire Walker attended the meeting, 
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The fundraising programme had been greatly enhanced by the introduction of 
Music in Quiet Places, a highly successful initiative by the Hereford Cathedral 
Music School in cooperation with the Trust.  The Chairman also announced 
the creation of an Open Gardens scheme to be launched in 2017. 
 
David Furnival concluded by thanking the Harleys for their hospitality. Edward 
then gave a brief history of the family and the manor.   Those present then 
broke into two groups, which were given guided tours of the house, a truly 
fascinating reflection of the family’s involvement in the history of England over 
seven hundred years.  There followed a delicious tea, embellished by an array 
of mouth-watering cakes, after which we were led across the garden to the 
Brampton Bryan church to be briefed once again by the erudite Edward 
Harley. 
 
This was a thoroughly enjoyable and informative day which showed the Trust 
to be in good health and looking forward to the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our hosts and the Chairman in front of members at the AGM 

The 2016 Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust AGM

Our hosts and the Chairman in front of the 
members at the AGM

 

 

Walking across the garden to the church 

 

Our hosts, Victoria and Edward Harley 

Walking across the garden to the church
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which were given guided tours of the house, a truly fascinating 
reflection of the family’s involvement in the history of England 
over seven hundred years.  There followed a delicious tea, 
embellished by an array of mouth-watering cakes, after which 
we were led across the garden to the Brampton Bryan church to 
be briefed once again by the erudite Edward Harley.

This was a thoroughly enjoyable and informative day which 
showed the Trust to be in good health and looking forward to 
the future.

 

 

Walking across the garden to the church 

 

Our hosts, Victoria and Edward Harley Our hosts Victoria and 
Edward Harley

Church Recorders promote recognition and preservation of the rich artistic heritage by 
recording the contents of places of worship of all denominations and religions. Participating 
churches are presented with an illustrated book detailing each item and its history. Copies 
are also sent to national institutions.

It was during a project in 2011 to record St. Mary’s Foy that the Ross-on-Wye Church 
Recorders realised part of a 15th century child’s stone sarcophagus had been stolen. During 
the following year the remainder was stolen. The police were doubtful that the item would 
be recovered. Luckily it had been recorded and photographed.

In December 2014, the church wardens were asked to travel to Kent to identify the lid. 
The photographs and description were sufficient proof that is was the one from Foy.   There 
were six other items waiting to be identified. Since then, the police, in operation Icarus, have 
discovered a further 40 church artefacts. It is suspected that more will be recovered. Some 
of the pieces were stolen from Herefordshire churches, but many of the antiques came from 
other parts of the country. They include misericords, stone work, stained glass and bibles 
with a value in excess of £250,000. In 2016 the burglars were sentenced to 3 years in prison.

It is not often that the quiet work of the 
Ross-on-Wye Church Recorders becomes 
part of a criminal investigation and they 
have certainly had a key role in returning 
a valuable artefact to its rightful home in 
Herefordshire.

If you are interested in finding out more 
about the Ross-on –Wye Church Recorders 
who are part of the Ross-on-Wye Decorative 
and fine Arts Society please ring Jane Rodd 
01981 541353.

The Role of the Church Recorders

The lid of the 15th Century child’s sarcophagus 
in Foy Church
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Gift Aid declaration - for past present and future donations 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations, all qualifying gifts of money 

made during the past year, made today and in the future. 
I confirm that I have paid, or will pay, an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all of the 
charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) to which I donate will reclaim on 
my gifts for that tax year.  I understand that other taxes, such as VAT and Council Tax do 
not qualify.  I understand that the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give. 
 

Donor's details: 
 

Title:  …………….      First name(s) or initial(s)  ……………………………….. 
Surname:  ………………………………………………………………………... 
Full home address:  …………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………... 
Postcode:  …………….…………….      eMail:  ………………………… …. 
 

Signature  ………………………………………         Date:   ………………………. 
 
Please notify the Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust if you: 
 want to cancel this declaration 
 change your name or home address 
 no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains 
 

Also, please note that HHCT will hold your details in electronic form for internal use.  Under no 
circumstances would the Trust ever divulge your details to any third party individual or organisation. 

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional 
tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your SelfAssessment 
tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

Please write your details in Block Capitals: 
 
 
Title:  …………….      First name(s) or initial(s)  ……………………………….. 

Surname:  ………………………………………………………………………... 
Full home address:  …………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

eMail  ……………….……….…………….       Tel. No:  ……………………. 
Please note that HHCT will hold your details in electronic form for internal use.  Under no 
circumstances would the Trust ever divulge your details to any third party individual or organisation 
 
 STANDING ORDER:  to your bank 
Name of Bank:  ………………………………………………………………….. 
Full address:  ………………..………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………….……………   Postcode:   …………….. 
Name of Account Holder:  ………………………………………………………. 
Account No:   ……………………………………  Sort Code:   ……………………… 

Please pay  -  monthly / quarterly / annually (delete accordingly)  until further notice  
 to Barclays Bank Hereford (20-39-64), for the Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust 
(A/C No: 60484296),  
             the sum of   £30    £75    £100     (please circle)    or other amount   £ ……… 

Starting either  on receipt  or  on date ……………...  (allow 28 days for processing) 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………….   Date:   …………………... 

If possible, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration  

The  Herefordshire  Historic 
        Churches  Trust 

THE HEREFORDSHIRE HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST

Please write you details in Block Capitals
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Gift Aid declaration - for past present and future donations 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations, all qualifying gifts of money 

made during the past year, made today and in the future. 
I confirm that I have paid, or will pay, an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all of the 
charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) to which I donate will reclaim on 
my gifts for that tax year.  I understand that other taxes, such as VAT and Council Tax do 
not qualify.  I understand that the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give. 
 

Donor's details: 
 

Title:  …………….      First name(s) or initial(s)  ……………………………….. 
Surname:  ………………………………………………………………………... 
Full home address:  …………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………... 
Postcode:  …………….…………….      eMail:  ………………………… …. 
 

Signature  ………………………………………         Date:   ………………………. 
 
Please notify the Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust if you: 
 want to cancel this declaration 
 change your name or home address 
 no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains 
 

Also, please note that HHCT will hold your details in electronic form for internal use.  Under no 
circumstances would the Trust ever divulge your details to any third party individual or organisation. 

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional 
tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your SelfAssessment 
tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 

Please write your details in Block Capitals: 
 
 
Title:  …………….      First name(s) or initial(s)  ……………………………….. 

Surname:  ………………………………………………………………………... 
Full home address:  …………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

eMail  ……………….……….…………….       Tel. No:  ……………………. 
Please note that HHCT will hold your details in electronic form for internal use.  Under no 
circumstances would the Trust ever divulge your details to any third party individual or organisation 
 
 STANDING ORDER:  to your bank 
Name of Bank:  ………………………………………………………………….. 
Full address:  ………………..………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………….……………   Postcode:   …………….. 
Name of Account Holder:  ………………………………………………………. 
Account No:   ……………………………………  Sort Code:   ……………………… 

Please pay  -  monthly / quarterly / annually (delete accordingly)  until further notice  
 to Barclays Bank Hereford (20-39-64), for the Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust 
(A/C No: 60484296),  
             the sum of   £30    £75    £100     (please circle)    or other amount   £ ……… 

Starting either  on receipt  or  on date ……………...  (allow 28 days for processing) 
 
Signature  ……………………………………………….   Date:   …………………... 

If possible, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration  

The  Herefordshire  Historic 
        Churches  Trust 

THE HEREFORDSHIRE HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST
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Very many thanks to every on who braved the atrocious weather on 10th September to 
take part in the annual Ride and Stride. Despite the weather we raised.  £9396 (excluding Gift 
Aid) up from £8876 raised in 2016. Thank you  to the faithful and loyal band of local organisers 
and welcomers, without whose help this event would not take place. One rider writes ‘the 
best welcome award should go to Sollers Hope Church. They were waiting for us with drinks 
and biscuits . Please thank them for us.’

 Congratulations to the churches of Little Birch, Holmer, Kingstone, Westhide, Wellington, 
Leominster Priory and Ledbury RC Church all of whom raised over £400 each . Ledbury RC 
Church raised the most sponsorship - £698 . Thanks too to Katie Bullock aged 10yrs of Yarkhill 
who raised £60 and Elinor Chedgzoy aged 9yrs of Leominster Priory who raised £96.50. So 
despite the weather and fewer participants the event was a great success.

We are of course keen to encourage all churches to take part in this annual event. it is an 
important fund raiser for the Trust but also for your Church as half the sponsorship raised 
goes to the PCC of the riders’ choice. If your Church does not currently take part in Ride and 
Stride and you felt you would like to support the Trust in this way please contact our record 
keeper,  kevinhewison@btopenworld.com 

I am handing over the chair of the Ride and Stride organising committee to James 
Probert.   Thank you all for your support. However, I hope to get sponsorship and ride - so 
long as my legs and equally elderly bike can manage it!

Robin Peers

Ride and Stride Report 2016

James Probert and Ben Furnival will take the lead on coordinating the 2017 Ride & Stride. 
Building on the outgoing committee’s strong links with parish organisers and a core base 
of loyal sponsored supporters, James and Ben will focus on marketing the event to new 
audiences. They intend to:

 1.  Create recommended routes and provide online information 
  (e.g. toilets, food, heritage info) relating to the churches along them;
 2.  Visit and speak to schools, the Scouts, NCS, and cycling clubs to encourage 
  participation, and emphasise links to records of achievement, youth social 
  action, etc;
 3.  Allow non-parish-specific participation;
 4.  Allow a ‘pay-to-play’ model of donations as well as sponsorship;
 5.  Encourage participation on an alternative day if more convenient;
 6.  Offer merchandising incentives to completers 
  (e.g. print-on-demand, paid-for, t-shirts, etc).
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HHCT has recently agreed to join a consortium bidding to the HLF for funding for a team 
of around five full-time young adult volunteers to be based in the county, through a new 
programme to be called Century Britain. If the bid is successful then over the course of 
their ‘year of service’  (which is based on the idea of a voluntary, civilian ‘national service’ 
experience) they will run in-depth, long-term projects in four areas:

 1.  Digital outreach and training, especially to improve interpretation and 
  promotion of heritage;
 2.  Physical ‘social action’ events involving part-time volunteers, to make 
  simple physical improvements (maintenance) and improve participants’ 
  physical and mental health;
 3.  Educational workshops in schools and facilitation of engaging, 
  curriculum-linked school visits to underused heritage sites in the county;
 4.  Leading, or supporting, the planning and staging of special events, to 
  provide a practical way of enhancing employability skills for target 
  groups (‘NEETs’), and boost fundraising and tourism efforts.

The participants, aged between 18 and 25, will come from all over the country and from 
a range of backgrounds, but will live together in accommodation provided for them in the 
county. For them it will be an adventure, a way of making a difference to Britain’s communities, 
and a boost to their own careers—through the networks and support they receive from the 
programme’s private-sector backers.

This pilot is being launched by an existing national charity—City Year UK—that at the 
moment uses the ‘national service’ model in schools. Assuming it’s successful, they will be 
looking to raise the money to offer it to other counties. It is ideal for small heritage sites—like 
churches, but also independent museums, open spaces, monuments, etc—that don’t have 
a full-time staff to run the kinds of outreach projects that the participants can coordinate.

Century Britain - a new full-time youth 
social action programme in heritage
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Events in 2017

2nd May  Annual Meeting at St Dubricius, Hentland
18th May  NCT Annual Conference, Manchester. 
20th May  Church Crawl
13th August Wye Lunch in Sellack 
9th September  Ride and Stride  
5th October Coffee morning, Hereford Town Hall 
28th October Silent Film - The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Ledbury Church

Music in Quiet Places: 

April 19th  St Bartholemews Church, Much Marcle 7pm
April 28th St Mary’s Church, Brilley, 7pm

 

The Trust is delighted that 2016 has seen an increase in PCC membership – thank you to all 
who have joined.   We are keen to work more closely with each local church in Herefordshire 
so we can share knowledge, give advice and of course offer financial help in order to keep 
these wonderful buildings active and in good order.  

PCC Members and our individual supporters are welcome to contact HHCT for information, 
contacts, future events and initiatives.  As well as receiving the The Lychgate Annual Report, 
please do look at our website (www.hhct.co..uk) for updates, blogs and twitter feeds.  

2016 has seen the second series of the successful Music in Quiet Places Concerts.  The 
young musicians, visiting choirs and audiences have always received an extremely warm and 
generous welcome and each Church throughout the county has been a perfect venue.  Many 
members and supporters enjoyed another very convivial and successful Coffee Morning in 
the Town Hall, thanks to the hard work of Jill Gallimore and June Chase.  The annual Church 
Crawl was, once again, a blue sky day and enjoyed by a full bus of HHCT supporters!

I would be thrilled to receive (by email of course!) any comments, ideas or interesting articles 
about your particular Herefordshire Historic Church which we may put on the website.  I 
look forward to hearing from you in 2017 and would like to thank you, our supporters and 
members, for your continued interest and financial help.

Ali Haydn-Jones

alihjmeycote@btinternet.com

From the Membership Secretary
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This is the second year of a series of concerts in collaboration between Herefordshire 
Historic Churches Trust and Hereford Cathedral School’s Outreach Programme.  We are 
delighted that Lord & Lady Darnley and Mr Edward Harley have kindly agreed to be Patrons 
of Music In Quiet Places and we look forward to continued seasons of high quality concerts, 
featuring both local young and professional  musicians.

The first concert of 2016 was held on a bitterly cold early March evening at St Peter and St 
Paul Weobley.  Despite the freezing conditions outside, there was an extremely warm and 
welcoming atmosphere inside – standing room only!  Pupils from St Paul’s and Weobley 
Primary Schools joined Hereford Cathedral School choirs and instrumental ensembles 
to provide an evening of musical enjoyment culminating in the combined choirs singing 
Rutter’s  The Lord Bless You and Keep You.

This was followed by a Spring Concert in May in the splendid setting of St Bartholomew’s, 
Much Marcle of magnificent singing by Cantabile Girls choir and Much Marcle Primary School.

In July, a Summer Concert (with pink fizz and strawberries) was held at St Catherine’s, 
Hoarwithy.  It was difficult to believe we were not sitting in the glorious Tuscan countryside 
as we listened to Midsummer chamber music (including Debussy Piano Trio in G major 
and works by Vivaldi, Mozart and Beethoven) from the accomplished and award winning 
Herefordian Piano Trio under the watchful gaze of the Edward Burne-Jones  ‘Angel of Doom’ 
and the recently revealed mosaic peacock! 

The second series of MiQP got off to an excellent start thanks to the warm welcome from 
all at St Tysilio’s, Sellack  and the varied programme of both sacred and secular music from 
Hereford Cathedral School’s young musicians, under the direction of David Evans.

St Francis Xavier in the centre of Hereford was the perfect venue for a special Christmas 
concert with Cantabile Girls’ choir, the 2015 BBC Choir of the Year.  A wonderful finale to 2016.

One of the main aims of Music In Quiet Places is to bring live music to outlying village 
churches throughout the county and our three concerts in early 2017 reflect this.

In February, we celebrated an evening of choral music presented by some of Herefordshire 
and Worcestershire’s top youth choirs at the medieval church of St James the Great,  Colwall.  

To those of you who have attended some of these concerts, we thank you for your support.  
The importance and pleasure of listening to top quality music in spiritual surroundings in 
Herefordshire has proved to be extremely worthwhile for the county’s young musicians, the 
church buildings and all those people interested in them.  If you have not yet been to a MiQP 
concert, may I urge you to join us – you will not regret it!

Ali Haydn Jones

Music in Quiet Places 2016/7



Stephen Cheetham
Stephen Cheetham is managing director of PK 

Engineering Ltd, a Hereford firm specialising in 
precision machining for the aerospace, medical and 
scientific industries. PK Engineering employs 35 people 
in advanced manufacturing and is passionate about 
creating opportunities for young engineers through its 
apprentice programme.

Stephen is a keen choral singer and has had a life-long 
interest in church architecture, probably as a result of 
encountering the vast spaces of Liverpool Cathedral as 
a boy treble.
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New Committee Members

Ben Furnival
Ben’s academic background is in architectural 

conservation and historic building management 
which now his career — he works for Ecclesiastical 
Insurance. Prior to that he managed a castle and estate 
in the Scottish borders. 

Ben is a trustee of the Brougham Hall Charitable 
Trust, an organisation which has been using the 
restoration of a site in Cumbria as a catalyst for local 
economic regeneration, and is now offering advice to a 
new national social action charity. He has worked with 
several churches trusts and has recently contributed 
to the successful bid to save Wentworth Woodhouse, 
Europe’s largest private house. 
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John Handby
It may seem strange that somebody who has spent 

the major part of their career in information technology 
should take an interest in ancient churches. But history 
and architecture have both been passions of mine for 
as long as I can remember. Only with a knowledge and 
respect for the past can we make sense of the present.

I am an incomer to Herefordshire – came here a little 
over 7 years ago and have no desire to leave. Since 
coming here I have become involved in the future of 
the grade 1 St Tysilio’s church at Sellack and for the last 2 
years have been chairman of the fundraising committee.  
We have worked hard to generate new ideas for 
fundraising and increase the role of the church in the 
community and it has all been great fun.

I was delighted to be asked to join the executive committee of the Trust to work with 
colleagues to help preserve the wonderful heritage that surrounds us.

James Probert
James Probert is passionate about Britain’s built and 

natural heritage and believes in its power to help tackle 
today’s social challenges. He is currently Director of 
Strategy for City Year UK, a charity that uses the power 
of a ‘year of service’ to tackle educational inequality. He 
oversees the creation of innovative service year models—
including Century Britain, a heritage programme—and 
campaigns for the recognition of service years in law.

James was born and brought up in Herefordshire, before 
studying philosophy at the London School of Economics. 
Since then he has held many roles both here and abroad 
connected with education. 

He lives in London but retains close links with Herefordshire and spends much of his time 
in the county.
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Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust Silent Film Success

Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust 
entertainment in early February in the wonderful 
setting of St Michael’s Ledbury, was a great 
success: Harold Lloyd, one of the ‘A list’ stars of 
silent cinema, starred in ‘Safety Last’, a romantic 
comedy which featured several ground-
breaking action stunts filmed against the 
authentic background of 1920’s LA. Live organ 
accompaniment was improvised by Jonathan 
Hope, Assistant Director of Music at Gloucester 
Cathedral where he is the principal organist for 
the cathedral services.

This was common high-class entertainment 
in the era of the silent film but very few original 
cinema organs have survived. Thankfully, the 
church organ is much less endangered and the 
Victorian organ of St Michaels, while not exactly 
a Wurlitzer, is a very worthy alternative.  The use of St Michael’s and its organ for this kind 
of event also reinforces one of the Trust’s passionately held beliefs - we need to use our 
churches more.  Not only are the county’s churches beautiful and historic places of worship, 
they are also venues that, with a bit of imagination, can host a wide variety of events for the 
benefit of the local community.   

Thanks are due to St Michael’s Church for hosting this event, and to sponsors The Feathers 
Hotel and PK Engineering Ltd.  The evening was very well attended and after many requests 
for repetitions of the event, it is hoped to put on similar ones in future.  If anyone has a 
favourite silent film that they would like to see, do let us know! 

David Furnival  

In the Middle Ages, before mortuaries and at a time when most people died at home, the 
dead were placed on a bier and taken to the lychgate where they remained, often attended 
against body snatchers, until the funeral service which may have been a day or two later. 
The lychgate kept the rain off and often had seats for the vigil watchers. Bodies at that time 
were buried just in  shrouds rather than coffins. At the funeral, the priest conducted the first 
part of the service under the shelter of the lychgate.

The History of Lychgates
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All of us at HHCT were so saddened and sorry to hear 
of Simon’s death last summer. He became a trustee in 
2000 shortly after he retired to Herefordshire from over 
the border in Worcestershire. He was a wise and much 
respected member of the board who always came 
to meetings well prepared and whose contributions 
were always apposite. He had an irrepressible sense 
of fun and brought humour as well as wisdom to the 
meetings.  

Simon was born on the 16th of March, 1942, near 
Ross-on-Wye, beginning his life – as he ended it – in 
this county of Herefordshire. 

In 1946 Simon’s family moved to Winterfold School 
where his father became head-master and where he 
was to spend most of the following 53 years. Simon 
was lined up to take over the school from his father 
and built up useful experience by working at Oak-
ley Hall near Cirencester before going up to Oxford  
where he played and worked hard. 

After graduating, Simon travelled to Kenya by boat through the Suez Canal and worked 
at Kenton College in Kenya for two years, before returning to Winterfold when his parents 
became ill in 1966. 

In 1970, he married Susie - Simon insisted that they had to get married before the start of 
term in September! Lucy was born in 1972, Tom in 1974, Kate in 1976 and then Edward in 
1980. Simon became headmaster in 1977.

In 1999, after 22 years at the helm, Simon stepped down as Headmaster, forming a Trust 
to take responsibility for the flourishing school off his hands. He and Susie retired to Here-
fordshire where he became a Justice of the Peace, a reviewer for the Good Schools Guide, an 
event organiser for the Country Landowners Association and a furniture restorer par excel-
lence. Winterfold and Worcestershire’s loss was Herefordshire’s gain. His membership of the 
HHCT  board  of trustees  was prompted by his long friendship with Adam Darnley,  a  fellow 
trustee.  Another beneficiary  of Simon’s return to his roots was Shobdon Church and its mar-
vellous gothic interior which Simon was instrumental in saving – he chaired the restoration 
fund-raising appeal. He was also a Trustee of the Mappa Mundi Trust for 6 years. In 2008 he 
was deeply honoured to be appointed one of Herefordshire’s Deputy Lieutenants and the 
High Sheriff for Herefordshire for 2011-12.

In 2012, Simon and Susie moved into Presteigne, where they lived until he died in June. He 
was happiest being part of the community, learning to paint, to cook and joining in with the 
‘Singalong’ on Saturday mornings,  sociable and ebullient  as always. 

Simon was an enthusiastic, cheerful, knowledgeable and wise Trustee and he will be much 
missed by all. 

Sarah de Rohan

Simon Arbuthnott (1942 - 2016)



Donate
Please complete the form inside and if appropriate, the Gift Aid Declaration 
and send with your donation to the Membership Secretary.

Gift aid
If you are a UK taxpayer, signing the Gift Aid declaration enables us to 
increase the value of your gift by reclaiming tax on your donation.

Lend us your skills
Help is always welcome. Please contact our membership secretary.

Come to our Social Events
www.hhct.co.uk

Remember HHCT in your will

@HHCTchurches @hhctchurches

Hoarwithy Church


